
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Jersey Think Babies Coalition 

Summary of Home Visitation Workgroup Meeting 
July 22, 2019 

 
Participants: 

Jill Wodnick – NJ Breastfeeding Coalition 

Stuart Grant – United Way Central NJ 

Lenore Scott – NJ Department of Children and Families 

Jessica Lipper – NFP 

Catherine Henderson – United Way Central NJ 

Jay Madden-Wilson - GNHCC 

Barbara May – Southern Perinatal Consortium  

Zoe Lunn – Burke Foundation 

Ericka Larson – Burke Foundation 

ACNJ Staff:  Ceil Zalkind, Cynthia Rice, Diane Dellanno, Patricia Canning, and Hannah Korn-Heilner 

 

NOTE:  Action Items for each area discussed are bolded and also summarized at end of document 
 
I.  Recap of the NJ Home Visitation Stakeholder Summit (also see attached documents) 
The NJ Home Visitation Stakeholder Summit was held on May 17, 2019.  A total of 29 stakeholders participated in the 
summit including: representatives from each of the 4 departments involved in home visitation (Health, Children and 
Families, Human Services and Education), home visitation service providers, home visitation model 
representatives/technical assistance providers, advocates and funders. The purpose of the Summit was:  
  

1. To agree on a long-term vision for home visitation in New Jersey.   
2. To identify the major challenges facing home visitation in New Jersey and prioritize which are the most critical to 

address. 
3. To educate stakeholders regarding current opportunities that may be considered/utilized to strengthen the 

home visitation system. 
4. To create an action plan and next steps to address challenges identified at the meeting.   

 
A pre-Summit survey of invited stakeholders identified the current strengths of the system as: Program fidelity (54%); 
Training/professional development (46%); Continuous quality improvement work (46%); The multi-model approach 
(46%); and Partnerships/collaboration (42%).  
 
Areas identified as in need of improvement/strengthening included: the Central Intake System (50%); 
Funding (50%) and the need for home visitation champions to raise awareness and advocate (46%). 
 
The top challenges for the system included: The lack of adequate funding to sustain the current system - 64%;  
the lack of adequate funding to expand the current system  - 44%; recruitment and retention of families (40%) and 
coordination of referrals through central intake 40% . 



 

 

July 2019 

 
At the Summit participants broke into small groups to identify ways to address the most pressing challenges.  An Action 
plan was created based on the recommendations from the small group discussions. Please review attached Action Plan.  
 
II. Review of Action Plan 
Workgroup members reviewed the Action Plan and identified areas to focus on first.  Three areas were identified as 
most pressing: 

1. Define who is included in the “home visitation system.” If have a sample definition send to Diane.  
2. Hold focus groups with new parents to gather stories regarding their experiences with home visitation.  Contact 

Diane if you are willing to host a focus group.  
3. Learn more about the Home Visitation Bill (S-3466) proposed by Senator Ruiz. Arrange a meeting/call with 

Senator Ruiz. 
4. Gather more data regarding Central Intake.   Diane to reach out to Lakota Kruse and Lenore Scott for data.  

 
III. Relationship Between Pritzker and Think Babies Coalition 
A Leadership Team has been selected to work on the Pritzker Children’s Initiative.  The Team is composed of Think 
Babies members as well as new stakeholders such as the NJ Department of Labor, Governor’s Office and the Office of 
the First Lady.  The Team will meet a total of 7 times between July and December to develop a plan to serve 27,000 low 
income infants and toddler by 2023 in targeted, quality, evidence-based early childhood education and health related 
services that build a strong foundation for their healthy development from prenatal to age three.  During the 4 meetings 
devoted to the 4 priority areas – home visitation, infant-toddler child care, infant mental health and maternal and child 
health – Think Babies members will be invited to attend as ad hoc members to lend their content expertise to the team.  
ACNJ will regularly report on the activities of the Leadership Team to the Think Babies Coalition and workgroups.  
Workgroups will be engaged in Pritzker follow-up activities as appropriate.   
 
Other 
AAP NJ Chapter – The Summer edition of Pediatrics featured an article on NJ’s home visitation system.  The article is 
posted on the Think Babies Shared Google Drive.   

 
 
Action Items 

 Review attached Action Plan. – All workgroup members 

 Send Diane definitions of what should be included in a home visitation system to consider – Workgroup members 

 Contact Diane if you are interested in hosting a focus group.  

 Organize focus groups for the Fall 2019 

 Gather data on Central Intake – Diane to reach out to Lakota Kruse and Lenore Scott 

 Reach out to Senator Ruiz’s office to arrange a time to discuss the bill - Cynthia Rice 

 Invite new members to participate in the workgroup as ad hoc members  

 Next Meeting:  September, 17, 2019 


